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Vision Statement 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 
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Dealing with Uncertainty 

I don’t know about you but I like to plan ahead!  I’m personally a 

big picture kind of person and once I get the big picture then the details can fall into 

place.  Other folks (like my husband) like to get all the pieces together and then he 

can see the whole.  The one thing we have in common is that neither of us like the 

feeling of uncertainty.  I really don’t know many people who do.  Yet, I do believe that 

this year of 2020 is certainly teaching us the “lessons of uncertainty”.  The lessons to 

live in the moment, to hone our skills to be resilient, and to be ready to reset and 

change courses quickly, while hopefully making the most of the journey.  

At this writing, I do not know if schools will re-open or what possible plans are for the 

schools if the powers-that-be determine to bring children back to the schoolhouse.  I 

usually find out in the same ways you do.  What I can do is assure you on what I do 

know.  These principles are true, no matter whether we continue with a virtual learning 

platform or adjust to another change: 

I can promise you that at Crofton Woods... 

 We will always keep your child’s health and well-

being first in everything we do. 

 Continuity and consistency of learning will be our 

guiding factor in all decisions. 

 We will continue to take into consideration the 

individual child and each unique circumstance that is 

relevant. 

 We will continue to commit to working with you, as our partners, in creating 

learning environments that best benefit our students.  

While those things may not provide you with the big picture or the details we all 

crave, I hope that gives you some reassurance that we can work though these times of 

uncertainty together.   
Mrs. R. Lynn Birus, Principal 

mailto:rbirus@aacps.org
mailto:cbuonassisi@aacps.org
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238


 

 

 

 

October 
 

Oct. 12 & 13 

No School - Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

 

Oct. 21 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

November 
 

Nov. 3 

No School 

 

Nov. 12 & 13 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

Nov. 13 

Last day of 1st marking period 

 

Nov. 16-20 

American Education Week 

 

November 24 

Report Card distribution 

 

Nov. 25-27 

No School   
 

 
AACPS Calendar  

 

 

March 8th 

Staff Emails link here 

A ACPS buildings and offices will be open for business 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, though 

public interactions will be by appointment only. 

Main # 410-222-5805  Alt #410-721-1054 

 

Virtual Learning  website 

for families to learn 

about AACPS Virtual 

Learning, get their 

questions answered 

through FAQs, and 

receive timely updates 

on everything related to 

virtual learning.  

     LATEST NEWS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

www.aacps.org/virtuallearning 

E-learning Without Eyestrain:  

 

     Guide for Visual Health  

 Band & Strings 

Classes Start 

Monday, 

October 5th 

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4245
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2Fvirtuallearning&data=01%7C01%7CECORNETT%40AACPS.org%7C62417168958244c7596908d84b01e9e6%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=%2BNA6y2cMxilBfRN3oK3pEOptDTY%2FeyE3erizocfXYp
https://da4e1j5r7gw87.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/112/2020/09/E-Learning-Guide-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3AjTlqqnz0UScjc9Y1QN4b_6twe68TTqgmIKQ2Lv3DwgKamo6mL6a_gps


 

December 
 

Dec. 9 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

Dec 24 - Jan. 1 

No School 

 

 

January 
 

Jan. 18 

No School 

 

Jan. 28 & 29 

2hr. Early dismissal  

 

Jan. 29 

Last day of 2nd marking 

period 

 
 

 

 

POSITIVE  

SELF-TALK 

 

 

In this day and age, there are so many negative messages that our boys and girls 
see, hear and internalize.  From advertisements on TV to messages on social 
media kids are being told that they aren’t pretty enough, tough enough, or smart 
enough.  Children are seeing and hearing messages that are making them feel 
like they aren’t enough.  We need to take time to teach boys and girls that they 
are “enough” despite the messages they are being exposed to.  Kids need to 
understand what negative messages and negative thoughts are and how to 
change those negative thoughts into positive thoughts. One of the best ways to 
change negative thoughts and feelings is by teaching our young kids to use 
positive self-talk.  Kids have to learn how to think and talk positively to 
themselves about themselves.  The skill of positive self-talk can empower 
children and help them persevere when faced with difficult tasks or difficult 
situations.   

 

Here's how you can help you child(ren) learn to use positive self-talk: 
  

• Focus on the positive, not the negative. 

• Ask your child about the positive things that happened during the day. 

• Ask your child about the positive things they did throughout the day. 

• Have your child write positive words, phrases or statements about themselves 
that they can revisit or repeat to themselves regularly. Dry erase markers work 
great on bathroom mirrors. 

• Talk positively about yourself.  Modeling positive self-talk is a great way to 
teach your children. 

 

“Keep your thoughts positive because your thoughts become your words.  Keep 
your words positive because your words become your behavior.  Keep your 
behavior positive because your behavior becomes your habits.  Keep your habits 
positive because your habits become your values.  Keep your values positive 
because your values become your destiny.” - Gandhi 

 

Mrs. Angie Martin, CWES School Counselor: ammartin2@aacps.org 

Mrs. Abike Anoka,  CWES School Counselor: aanoka@aacps.org 



 

 

It's time to sign up for Chorus this year!  

 

This is the chance for your child to develop a talent and a skill that can bring 

lifelong enjoyment, an appreciation for music, and an opportunity for self-

expression and a sense of accomplishment like no other. 

Chorus is open to fourth and fifth graders and will take place on Mondays 

from 11:20-11:50 AM for fourth graders and on Fridays from 11:20-11:50 AM 

for fifth graders. Chorus will start on October 16th, 2020 for fifth grade and 

October 19th for fourth grade.   

Students who participate in chorus will receive a chorus grade each marking 

period. To join Chorus, please fill out the registration form by Friday, 

10/9/2020. Chorus is optional. Chorus performances and productions are 

definitely one of the highlights of Crofton Woods Elementary School and are 

part of the elementary experience.  We hope your child continues to be a part 

of them this year.  

5th grade link   

 

4th grade link  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCDbeSKmCrkk3PUbyC7D5R9hYNvWIBunBJDWXzbnE4fFJ39A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMSZCQ8kTg5lx5c0b2m9K8_dv8EL17okZyC8Ihj26rSs7aSQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, 
secure communication tool connecting parents/
guardians and schools. 

Using the PowerSchool student information system, 
the Parent Portal allows collaboration to improve 
student achievement. 

Online access to student schedules, assignments, 

class grades and attendance information makes it 

easier for parents to monitor progress of students, in 

grades 1 through 12, in real time. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 See the PTA Membership form and  

Don’t forget to visit the PTA 

website.CWESPTA 

C W E S 

 

Food & Nutrition Services 
is currently accepting 
applications for free and 
reduced-price meals.  All 
families are encouraged 
to apply online at http://
aacpsschools.org/
nutrition/apply-for-free-or
-reduced-price-meals/. 

For more information 
about the Food and 
Nutrition Services in 
Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, 
visit http://
aacpsschools.org/
nutrition/ or call 410-222-
5900. 

https://www.aacps.org/parentportal
https://www.cwespta.net/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2Fapply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=CoOHVp
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2Fapply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=CoOHVp
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2Fapply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=CoOHVp
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2Fapply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=CoOHVp
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=3%2BcvPFFv9i2oHYk7pi1eKmJlcxEGmegFLsC9MKdjUuE%
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=3%2BcvPFFv9i2oHYk7pi1eKmJlcxEGmegFLsC9MKdjUuE%
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faacpsschools.org%2Fnutrition%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cecornett%40aacps.org%7Cd73ea3a35b6b4d740e0608d85d7e50e2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=3%2BcvPFFv9i2oHYk7pi1eKmJlcxEGmegFLsC9MKdjUuE%


CROFTON WOODS ELEMENTARY  
PTA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Everyone Can Help CWES                          Shine!   

 
Type of Membership: 

 

Parent/Guardian (1 Membership) - $20 
Parent/Guardian (2 Memberships) - $25 
Grandparent - $20 
Faculty/Staff - $6  

  

Child(ren)’s Grade: _________________________ 

Child(ren)’s Last Name (if different): _____________________________ 
 

Volunteer Interests? ________________________________________________________________ 

Please e-mail this form along with a check made payable to CWES PTA to: 
 

CWES PTA  
Attn: Membership 
1750 Urby Drive 

Crofton, MD 21114 
 

If any questions, please contact Sarah Cohen at cwesptavp@gmail.com  
or Lisa Hunter at cwesptamembershipchair@gmail.com  

Member 1  

Name*: 
______________________________________
Email*: 
______________________________________ 

Address: 
______________________________________ 

Phone: 
______________________________________ 

Member 2  

Name*: 
______________________________________
Email*: 
______________________________________ 

Address: 
______________________________________ 

Phone: 
______________________________________ 

Complete this form or join here: 
 

Join CWES PTA 

mailto:cwesptavp@gmail.com
mailto:cwesptamembershipchair@gmail.com
https://croftonwoodspta.new.memberhub.store/



